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An Unreal Start to
Our New Partnership

Cloud Nine kicks off its three year
New Writing Partnership at The
Customs House, South Shields
with our latest show, Unreal.
Consisting of three new one-act
plays by northern writers, Unreal
opens at The Customs House itself
for four performances on Tuesday
June 2, and is another production
emerging from our PlayDay
programme

—,

a trio of new northern plays

PlayDays are new work, performed
script-in-hand in front of a live
audience. All three plays were given
their original run-out during the 2007
Hexham Book Festival. Subsequently
we decided to take them to full
production, again with Jackie Fielding
directing.

The plays are Second Most
Disappointing by Alison Carr, in
which a man takes his disgruntled
step-daughter on a trip to the Angel of
the North where they find an
unexpected ally; Double Nuts by
Louise Gallagher, is set in an

asylum; an inmate plots her escape,
recruiting the help of the visiting
window-cleaner. But all is not what it
seems.

Mind Games by Joe McLaughlin, takes
place in a hotel gent’s toilet during a

wedding party. When the groom gets
talking to a stranger, matters take a
sinister turn and the past comes back
to haunt the newly-weds. While very
much rooted in contemporary society,
all three plays have some sense of the
unreal, hence the title.

For two of the writers, McLaughlin
and Gallagher, this is the first
professional production and it is the
inaugural show for the company’s new
writing partnership, the only one of its
kind in the region. For the next three
years, both The Customs House and
the Cloud Nine will commit £12,000
to new writing ventures, which could
include full productions, a script
reading or mentoring service,
rehearsed readings. workshops. seed
money for writers, or other initiatives
we come up with during the period.
A quarter of a century ago, the region
was a hotbed of new playwriting and
production, with a whole clutch of
professional companies that
commissioned new plays.

This partnership 1s an attempt to
regain some of that ground and help
make the North-East an area where
promising playwrights want to live
and work.

Orerecal
Tuesday June 2 — Thurs June 4,
7.30pm (matinee June 4,

2.30pm). Tickets;£10/ £8
from the box office
(0191) 4541234

Wood, Waugh and (centre) Deity

MAYBE ONE DAY SOON:
Gop ONLY KNoOwS

Our plans to tour a new play by the
North-East writing duo Trevor Wood
and Ed Waugh take another step
forward with a public script-in-hand-
performance of their work in
progress, God Only Knows.

This will take place at The Customs
House on Sunday July 12. The new
play revolves around an academy
school, funded by a North-East
businessman, whose teaching
includes creationism. An in-debt
teacher bluffs his way into the
school by pretending to be a
believer, with dramatic results.
Tickets are only £3.00 (7.30pm)
from (0191) 4541234.

It’s time to
get writing!

Playwrights are invited to apply for a
full-day writing workshop in the
Summer in conjunction with our

latest PlayDay which is booked for
Sunday October 4 at The Customs
House. For more details, date, venue
etc (not available when going to press)
email Cloud Nine, as below. You may
end up being produced!

Any news, info, ideas or letters for the newsletter, and any bookings, audition queries or to be put on our mailing list,
please contact: Kitty Fitzgerald at CLOUD NINE, 5 Marden Terrace, Cullercoats, Tyne & Wear NE30 4PD.
T: 0191 253 1901 E:cloudninetheatre@blueyonder.co.uk
our web address is: www.cloudninetheatre.co.uk












